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PREFACE 
 
 

The textbook “A Practical Guide to English Grammar” is intended for the first- 
and second-year students of the Department of Foreign Languages who study English 
as the main foreign language. It is written in accordance with the requirements set 
forth in the current syllabus on this subject. 

The purpose of the textbook is to give students the general idea of the 
introductory items of any language: the parts of speech and the parts of a sentence, the 
aspects that seem to be easy but cause some misunderstanding especially for the 1st 
year students; the most important aspects of such grammatical topics as nouns, 
articles, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns with the emphasis on the elements which may 
be confusing for students: uncountable nouns and the types of partitives in English, the 
nouns used as countable, uncountable or plural nouns depending on the contex; the 
types of collective nouns; the use of articles; the order of adjectives in the sentence; 
the adverbs with two forms and different meanings; types of pronouns, etc. 

As the verb in English occupies a central position in the system of the language and 
is used as a part of different patterns to form the structures of the active/passive voice, 
types of moods or non-finite forms, the study (both theoretical and practical) of the 
verbal topics remains relevant and important constituting the grammatical core of any 
language learning. As a result, the peculiarities of the category of the verb with the 
subsequent analysis of its general characteristics (transitive and intransitive verbs, finite 
and non-finite forms, basic forms of any verb, etc) are of interest in this textbook. 

Tenses in the active and passive voice (on the level of use, formation and time 
expressions), and the rules of the reported speech are also highlighted in detail in the 
following chapters of the textbook. Non-finite forms (the infinitive, the participle and 
the gerund) are analyzed within the framework of their use, functions in the sentence 
and the complexes which they form. On the other hand, the infinitive and the gerund are 
studied in reference to the verbs after which they are used. The verbs are further 
subdivided into seven groups depending on the form of the verb they are followed by 
(to-inf, inf without to, -ing), the meaning they express in the pattern or the grammatical 
circumstances they are used in. The chapters on modal verbs, the subjunctive mood 
(with its subdivision into the conditional mood, subjunctive I, subjunctive II and the 
suppositional mood) and the cases of inversion are also included in the textbook. 

All the chapters are supplemented with different types of exercises so that the 
students can practise and understand the items discussed in the theoretical sections of 
the textbook. The textbook also includes grammar rules, schemes and models which 
will help students master complex grammatical material in an easy and understandable 
way. The textbook is intended both for independent work of students at home  
(tasks provided may be used as the hometasks) as well as for work during the classes 
at university under the guidance of a teacher. 

In the appendix the students can find the tables on the structures of the tenses and 
time expressions in the active voice, the structures of the tenses in the passive voice as 
well as the patterns of the subjunctive mood.  
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